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How to best care Fow the DT’iAe OF DuUin orchid

Location

The Pride of Dublin can be suc-
cess£uﬂy grown as a houseplant

orina greenhouse environ-
ment as 1ong as it has a
bright source of 1ight and
extra llumicli’cy. It can also
be grown outdoors in a pro-
tected area during mild
spring and summer months,
orin a bright sunny spot
during the winter.

Temperature & Humi(]_ity
The Pride of Dublin thrives in

intermediate to warm temperature —
down to 55 degrees and up to 85 clegrees —

with an optimum humidity of 50 to 70%. The best
way to humidify your plant is to give them a 1ight
misting in the morning. You can place them in a
humid environment, such as a steamy kitchen or
bathroom. Or you can place the orchid above a tray
of water or water soaked gravel (malzing certain the
bottom of the orchid pot doesn’t touch the water)
as long as there is plenty of area where the water

can evaporate around your plants.

Potting Media
The Pride of Dublin has been potted in a fir bark

mix: three parts fine fir l)arlz, one part lava rock
and one part large (#3) perlite. Cattleya orchids are
epiphytes (tree &weﬂers) and the roots are air lov-
ing, so as long as the medium allows goocl air flow
and clrainage, the roots should do well. Fordyce
Orchids recommends that plants be re—potted every
two years to ensure that the pot remains roomy
enough for new grow’ch, and that the old, broken
down bark be replaced with new, fresh bark.

Water

Water and drain thoroughl Over-
watering is the blgges’c obstacle to
overcome when caring for your
orchid. Orchids must clry out
between waterings or root rot
can occur. To test if your
orchid is thirsty, insert a
sharpened pencil deep into
the mix: if it comes out
clamp, do not water; if you
are in cloul)t, do not water.
Orchids recover quiclely from
un(lerwa’cering, but s’cruggle
grea’cly from staying too wet. Never
let your plant sit in water. Healthy
roots are key to growing healthy orchids.

Fertilizer

Forclyce Orchids recommends using water soluble
orchid fertilizer diluted to half strength cach time
you water the orchid. Every couple of months,
’chey recommend ﬂushing out the pot with plain
water. Forclyce uses a formula of 18-8-18, but
there are plenty of formulations on the market so
t}ley recommend using what gives you the best

resul‘cs.

Light

The Pride of Dublin needs a great deal of strong,
filtered ligh’c in order to flower. Direct hot sunlight
will burn the leaves. Dark green leaves indicate the
orchid may not be getting enough light to bloom.
If the new grow’chs are weak or stunted (growing
sideways instead of upright) their 1ig}1t is poor. If
the orchid is growing under an artificial 1ight, it
will need a 16-hour cla.y with rest at night.

History

Created especiaﬂy for the Clty of Dul)lin,
California, the Pride of Dublin is a Ca‘ctleya
orchid known as “Queen of the Orchids”.
Frank Forclyce of Forclyce Orchids, Livermore,
California, created this hyhrid four years ago,
but he has been s’cuclying, hy]oriclizing and culti-
vating Cattleya orchids for almost 60 years. A
world-renowned hy])ridist, Frank just received
the American Orchid Society’s Lifetime
Achievement Award.

Frank and his wife lived and worked in Dublin
for 20 years until recently When they moved to

a Pleasanton senior community.
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